TO THE READER.
THE author of these Memoirs began early to distinguish himself in martial affairs, otherwise he could not have seen such variety of actions, both by sea and land After the last Dutch war he went into Flanders, where he not only served under the command of his Highness the Pnnce of Change, whilst he was generalissimo of the Dutch forces, but likewise all the time he leigned King of Gieat Britain Most of the considerable passages and events, which happened duung that time, are contained m the former part of this book
In the year 1705, the regiment, in which he served as captain, was ordered to embark for the West Indies, and lie, having no inclination to go thither, changed with an half-pay captain, and being recommended to the Earl of Petei-boiough by the late Lord Cutts, went with him upon that noble expedition into Spam
When the forces under his Lordship's command were landed neai Baicelona, the siege of that place was thought by several impracticable, not only for want of expenenced engineers, but that the besieged were as numerous as the be-siegeis, yet the couiage of that biavo earl surmounted those difficulties, and the siege was resolved upon
Oui authoi having obtained, by his long service, some knowledge of the piactic part of an engineer, and seeing at that critical time the great want of such, leadily acted as one, which gave him the gi eater opportunity of being an eye-